Obadiah Background

I. Person

A. His name means “Servant of Jehovah” or “Worshipper of Yahweh”

B. Ministry – Southern kingdom of Judah

II. Date (Two possible views)

A. Late View - Possible link – Jeremiah 49: 14-16 - Contemporary of Jeremiah  - Prophet at time of Babylonian captivity

B. Early View - 840 BC  - Relating invasion to Philistines and Arabians during Johoram’s reign

III. Background

A. Edom  who is from Esau – Their capital is Petra

B. Israel  who is from Jacob – Their capital is Jerusalem

C. The theme – those who oppose Jews,  God will oppose and those who protect Israel,  God will protect

D. Shortest Old Testament book – 21 verses

E. “This small book speaks of the danger of the great sin of pride and arrogance, the feeling of superiority that often results from taking advantage of others.”

F. Scripture of God’s judgments or Edom

Psalm 83:5-18; 137:7

Isaiah 11:14; 21: 11-12; 34:5; 63:1-6

Jeremiah 49:7-22

Lamentation 4:21-22

Ezekiel 25:12-14; 35:1-5

Joel 13:19

Amos 1:11-12; 9:11-12

Malachi 1:2-5

Information taken from:


Bible knowledge commentary.


Joel Spencer – class notes


Exploring the minor prophets - Phillips

